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The Hotel Europe is lncated approximatety three miles
wiest of Killarnesy townin Co. Kerry. The site is.on an inclined
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Pﬂ(m thi bac kdrop to the view across the lake. The nearby
Black Valley and Gap of Dunloe, where huge glacial boulders
mierge from the hills, define the local landscape.

Originally built in 1962 the hotel has been subrstantially
extended aver the decades and is. now configured a5 asouth-
facing L-shaped building exientated towards the lake: The
five-stoney structure features reception, function, restaurant
and bedroam spaces to the south and west, while crulation
and adrministration are located to the north,
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constructed of high performance solar control ghass with a
Uevaltue of 10 wymzk to minimise excessive heat gaind/losses.
The pool hall and relaxation areas are high temperature
areas [design tempserature 28" te 30° C) and the seuth facing
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" low periods. Glazed fagades
to areas with a typical design temperature 21 to 22°C, such
25 the spa bistro, treatment rooms and reception areas, are:
provided with cantilever reof prejections, which block the
high angle summer sun, whilst permitting low angle winter sun
o pirmsate into the bulding and heat the space.

Chur intention wis to explone this riw building in terrs of
ritwal, sequencing, light and Lndscapse. Internally, the program
5 split aver tvo levels: the Spa facilities are on the upper floce
and comprise a tatal of 11 treatment rooms, make and femalbe
thiermal suites with sauna, steam rooms and heated vitality
pools and relaxation rooms. On the lower Noor are the Lessre
facilities, which are for Y Eueit i,

& Xmeter swimiming pool, an indeor-outdoor vitality pool. a
unisex thermal suite containing a salt-water sole pool, sauna

hotel facilities and bedrooms. As the hatel s loc
Primee Special Armenity Aol Much {SNSiteSTHN Wi given
10 how tominimise the visual impact of the new building, The:
approach was to canve the building cut of the hill, creating a
series of stone boulders’ that emerge from the landscape
and stretch towards the fareshone of the Lake, echeing the
surrounding geclogical forms and imagery of the glacisted
walleys. As the grass-covered volumes emenge from the
garden, o sevies of indoor and sheltered outdoor spaces are
created whichare viewed as rooms” within the garden.

By wirtue of being apredominantly subterranean structune,
thie building is naturally insulated by the surrotreding soil
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Grards and eath remoned for cmmlmhmmmd
to're-carpat’ the stepped roofs of the completed structure,
The new grass reofs ang made up of a layer of turfed soll
waryirg in thickmess from 200 to 350mem. Thi: mass of the
grass reof contributes to the accustic and thermal insulstion
perfarmance of the roof Given that the lecal authority will
102 penmit the dischar ging of rairwater to ground in this anea,
the green roof reduces the demand on the surface water
system by mane than 50% whilst supporting a new grass
ecology Finally, the groen roof atso assists in reducing the
hatel's earbon Footprint by using CO2 The remaining non<
ghazed surfsces of the bulding that are exposed being the
roof and stone fagade, employ high performance insulation,
subrs tantially reducing heat kas.

Mast of the glared spaces within the building ane south-
facing to overlock the lake and mountaing. Thise fagades are
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and worll s g areas and
wellness studio facilities.

From the main hotel one descends through the light-filled spa
atriwm, moving, through the landscape and into the spa below
wahsesre the views is temporarily suspended. Inside. the spais
expernced a5 a natural sanctuary within the hill. The Largely
Subiterranean EFvFOnMent i expressed as acontrast of dark
and light. density and void Internal courtyard gardens are
‘soooped out of the plan - bringing natural daylight desp into
the building whilst allowing places for private cantemplation.
The reception areas, along with the treatment rooms and staff
offices, are orgasised around the sunken courtyards. From
thee reception, we miwe towards the charging facilities, where
bunnt cak timber lines the floor nd walls. These spaces ae
dark and contrast in scale and light with the transition Spaces.
Az ong emerges from the chamging reams, the droulationroutes
are terminatied with framed scenes of the lake and the kght is
s to pull the user through the building towards the water.

Maoving toweards the ‘garden rooms’ the threshold betveen
interior and exterior is bhared, a4 dark stone slabs wiap
around from the outside, through the frameless glazing, and
inte tha roam 1 line the flocs and walls, reinforcing the feeling.
that the space hars been hollowed from the landsc ape: These
roaoms accemmodate the pocl hall, relaxation roams. and
thermal suites, which are ol designed to overlook the Lake and
engage with the setting The infinity-edge pools are arientated
1o form & strong visual connectionwith the lake. uniting

one body of water with another. It is meant a5 a personal
exprience between the building user and the landscape,
e the ancient act of bathing can be celebrated

8



;Hﬂdwi Figer plass bl -3

I

Sestion Flaor plan evel - Flooe plas ieveed -2
1 Karkan [ipaLowel] B Soeamrape’ (Lot Larvel) B Batrn i Piool e feeracn
T Evteeral sourtyard 1 Aeeun 5 Fernduses’ 1 A § (B vy 17 Farlasation.
3 Tresnmepet rom 3 Puuption % Eniwrmal wiality posi® 7 Puception 12 Radcten 1 Heat enperiance.
4 Shuarm oo 1 n 1 Esterval poartyed 11 ko ol o’ L]
§ Fenishian 4 Tooatrank rooes’ 13 Acminiytrartion & Fitiid 13 Chargong avea. S
£ Enleir whabty socl 4 Changerg srea™ 13 Witk 04 Bt 5 Thaich 13 Prosad bt BT
7 Pocibal & Hostmpwieecs” 14 Saulinacien E Rl e 14 Lappgpraed 22 Fielanation.
L H T

[rays—— - Agreninteon 15 Eatemal wtgbbypocd ) Pt



S and Leer e Busing Hotel Europe

As one emerges from the
changing rooms, the circulation
routes are terminated with
framed scenes of the lake and
the light is used to pull the user
through the building towards
the water.
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